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Low-Stress Approach Used for Removing Jar from Raccoon’s Head 
ARL Rescue Services Assist Woburn ACO 

 
Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) Rescue Services has certainly had its share of calls to 
help animals in strange predicaments — a squirrel with its head stuck in a dumpster drain or 
animal bone, cats in walls, and this week we add a raccoon in a tree with a plastic jar stuck on 
its head. 

On Tuesday, Woburn’s Animal Control Officer contacted ARL regarding the raccoon. He 
appeared to be healthy and uninjured, but the jar posed a number of dangers — induced panic 
from the enclosed space, inability to eat or see, and the possibility of falling out of the tree. A 
trap had been set at the base of the tree, but it was clear that responders had to go to the animal, 
not wait for him to come down. 

The raccoon was about 25 feet up in the tree, which made him accessible, but understandably the 
raccoon was stressed. The goal of rescuers was to try and remove the jar without having to snare 
the raccoon and bring him to the ground — easier said than done. 

Climbing about 15 feet up in to the tree and using an 11-foot extension pole, ARL Senior Rescue 
Agent Mike Brammer essentially had to play ring-toss with the jar, positioning it just right to 
pull it off the raccoon’s head without making him panic. 

After several attempts, the jar came off, fluttered to the ground and was disposed of properly 
(just in case the raccoon didn’t learn his lesson) and the animal remained free in the tree without 
injury! 
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*FOR PHOTOS USE LINK BELOW: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/44upbl3gxe89i26/AACtLemRXD-W1YDMvOQLuhPSa?dl=0 

ABOUT THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON: 
The Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is an unwavering champion for animals in need, committed to 
keeping them safe and healthy in habitats and homes. Founded in 1899, ARL provides high quality veterinary 
care, adoption, and rescue services; while also confronting the root causes of animal cruelty and neglect through 
innovative community programs, police investigations, and public advocacy. In 2016, ARL served more than 17,800 
animals throughout Massachusetts. ARL is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. We receive no government funding 
and rely solely on the generosity of individuals to support programs and services that help animals in need.  
For more information please visit us online at www.arlboston.org; and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram.  
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