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Abandoned Hingham Dog Finds Forever Home 

“Phil” Set to Begin New Life 

 

The maltese-type dog that was found abandoned and shivering inside a crate along the side of 

Downer Avenue in Hingham several weeks ago has found his forever home.  Renamed Phil by 

shelter staff, he was adopted on Thursday at the Animal Rescue League of Boston’s (ARL) 

Chandler Street shelter.  Please note: Adopter information is confidential and will not be 

released. 

 

Phil became a media sensation when he was found, as both the ARL and the Hingham Police 

Department received thousands of inquiries from animal lovers throughout the state and the 

nation as well.  

 

During his initial intake exam, ARL shelter veterinarians determined Phil to be about two-years-

old and, despite his harrowing ordeal, was in excellent overall health.  Like every animal 

available for adoption at ARL, Phil was neutered, microchipped, fully vaccinated, and evaluated 

through the organization’s shelter behavior and enrichment program.  Because of his shaggy 

appearance he was also groomed.  While skittish upon intake, the friendly pup was quick to 

warm up, showing off his energetic personality to ARL staff and volunteers. 

 

The Animal Rescue League of Boston’s Law Enforcement Services had been assisting Hingham 

Police in its investigation to discover who left Phil on the side of the road, as under 

Massachusetts law, abandoning an animal is a felony offense.  Because there were no witnesses 

and Phil was not microchipped, all leads have been exhausted and the person(s) responsible have 

not been found. 
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The ARL wants to remind the public that if they are no longer able to care for an animal, they 

can be surrendered to organizations like ARL, or a local shelter, or even a local police or fire 

department.  There are resources available, and abandoning an animal is NEVER an option. 

 

ABOUT THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON: 

The Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is an unwavering champion for animals in need, committed to 
keeping them safe and healthy in habitats and homes. Founded in 1899, ARL provides high quality veterinary 
care, adoption, and rescue services; while also confronting the root causes of animal cruelty and neglect through 
innovative community programs, police investigations, and public advocacy. In 2016, ARL served more than 17,800 
animals throughout Massachusetts. ARL is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. We receive no government funding 
and rely solely on the generosity of individuals to support programs and services that help animals in need.  

For more information please visit us online at www.arlboston.org; and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram.  
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