
PREPARE ROVER FOR THE ELEMENTS
If your dog typically has a longer coat, let it grow out for the winter; it will provide warmth and protection 
from the cold. If your pup has a short coat, keep him warm with a coat or a sweater. Just like you, your 
furry friend will enjoy the outdoors much more if he isn’t shivering.

KEEP FIDO ON A LEASH
Dogs can easily lose their scent in the snow, so never let your pet off-leash during a snowstorm, or when 
there’s ice or snow on the ground. If you’re walking near “frozen” ponds, lakes, or streams, remember 
that ice is not always uniformly thick or stable, and your pup could fall through into the icy water.

WIPE OFF YOUR DOG’S PAWS AND STOMACH
Sidewalks are often treated with rock salt, antifreeze, and other dangerous chemicals.Not only can 
these chemicals sting your pooch’s paws, but they can be poisonous if ingested. Keep pet wipes by 
your front door to clean off you dog’s paws and stomach before he licks them first.

NEVER LEAVE SPOT ALONE IN A COLD CAR
Just as it’s TOO HOT FOR SPOT in the summer, the temperature in your car can become TOO LOW 
FOR FIDO and dangerously cold in the winter. The toasty temperatures inside your vehicle don’t stick 
around for long once the engine is turned off. Always bring your dog indoors with you or leave them 
safe and warm at home.

PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR POOCH’S PROTEIN
If your dog spends a lot of time frolicking outdoors make sure he’s getting enough protein in his diet. 
Among other benefits, protein helps maintain a healthy coat–a thick barrier that will help protect him 
from the cold.

ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE of BOSTON 
wants you and your pet to play it safe in the snow!

Follow these 5 winter pet safety tips to ensure fun for everyone:

WINTER PLAYTIME TIPS for You and Your Dog
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For more winter weather safety tips, visit arlboston.org/winter-pet-health


