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ARL Removes 80 Animals from Overcrowding Situations 

Cats and Kittens Found Living in Deplorable Conditions 

 

Over the past two weeks, the Animal Rescue League of Boston’s (ARL) Law Enforcement and 

Field Services Departments have removed 80 cats and kittens from two different overcrowding 

situations in Bristol and Plymouth Counties. 

These cases highlight the importance of recognizing the signs of hoarding, seeking help when 

overwhelmed, and having pets spayed and neutered. These are on-going issues across the 

Commonwealth and ARL believes it’s important for the public to be aware and to take action. 

Media Availability: 

When: Thursday, November 7 from 1:30-2:30 PM 

Where: ARL’s Boston Animal Care and Adoption Center (10 Chandler St., Boston)  

 

The most recent incident happened along the South Shore, where approximately 50 cats and 

kittens have been discovered in squalid conditions in a small apartment after the tenants had been 

evicted. 

The initial visit to the apartment netted 34 cats, however ARL has made several return trips to 

the home, which led to the discovery of another 16 cats. Traps continue to be set and checked 

and more cats may be rescued. 

The owner of the cats was clearly overwhelmed, and the case highlights the importance of 

seeking help when overwhelmed, and having pets spayed or neutered. 
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Initially there were just three cats in the home. However in a period of just a couple of years, the 

population exploded to more than 50. Unfortunately several deceased cats were found in the 

dwelling. 

The cats are currently at ARL’s Boston and Dedham Animal Care and Adoption Centers and are 

undergoing medical and behavioral evaluations. The animals are undersocialized and will need a 

period to adjust to their surroundings and human contact. 

Bristol County Incident 

The Bristol County situation unfolded during the last week of October, and began with a welfare 

check by local police. The end result was the removal of 29 cats. 

Due to the high levels of ammonia in the home and safety concerns, local health officials would 

not allow ARL Law Enforcement and Field Services Departments to enter the dwelling without 

respirators with the highest-filtration-level charcoal filters to protect on-site workers. 

With the help of local animal control officers, the 29 cats were removed from the home in about 

four hours, and transported to ARL’s Dedham and Boston Animal Care and Adoption Centers 

for evaluation and treatment. 

The local building inspector and board of health condemned the home. 

The majority of cats from this situation were socialized and friendly, and some have already 

found forever homes. 

There were however, several animals with medical concerns that are commonly associated with 

animal overcrowding and unsanitary conditions. 

A number of cats are suffering from upper respiratory infections, several had fleas and dry skin, 

and one cat required an eye to be removed. 

As the health of these animals improves, they will be available for adoption once they are 

medically cleared. 

ARL reminds the public that there are resources available should you or someone you know 

show signs of hoarding. The state website https://www.mass.gov/hoarding has a number of 

useful tools and resources available to the public. 

For spay and neuter, there are also a number of resources available for those who may not be 

able to afford the surgery. ARL operates the Spay Waggin’, which makes stops along the South 

Shore, South Coast and Cape Cod and offers low-cost spay and neuter services. There is also a 

voucher program funded by the Massachusetts Animal Fund, which ARL participates in. 

 ABOUT THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON: 

https://www.mass.gov/hoarding
https://www.arlboston.org/services/spay-waggin/
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/spayneuter-voucher-program


The Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is an unwavering champion for animals in need, committed to 
keeping them safe and healthy in habitats and homes. Founded in 1899, ARL provides high quality veterinary 
care, adoption, and rescue services; while also confronting the root causes of animal cruelty and neglect through 
innovative community programs, police investigations, and public advocacy. In 2018, ARL served 17,000 animals 
throughout Massachusetts. ARL is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. We receive no government grants or public 
funding and rely solely on the generosity of individuals to support programs and services that help animals in need.  

For more information please visit us online at www.arlboston.org; and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram.  
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