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Adoptable Pig Overcoming Behavioral Hurdles 
“Violet” adjusting to new outdoor surroundings 

 
Over the past several months, the Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) has been diligently 
working with a four-year-old pig to help her overcome her anxiety and fear-based behavioral 
issues and is now looking to find her the perfect place to call home. 
 
Media Availability: 
When: Thursday, November 4 @ 11:30 a.m. 
Where: ARL’s Dedham Animal Care and Adoption Center, 55 Anna’s Place, Dedham 
 
Four-year-old Violet was raised as a house pet, spending her days inside and constantly around 
people. Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, her family was no longer able to care 
for her, and she was surrendered to ARL’s Dedham Animal Care and Adoption Center. 
 
Although set up comfortably in an outdoor paddock and enclosure, it was a big change and 
adjustment to her life. Violet did not have the constant companionship and interaction with 
people she was comfortable with, and out of frustration, she began communicating so. 
 
During feeding or enrichment time, Violet would charge, bark or nip at the ARL staff member of 
volunteer in the paddock, and not allow them to leave. 
 
ARL consulted an outside pig expert to better understand the behaviors Violet was displaying 
and to formulate a plan to curb said behaviors. 
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It was surmised that Violet was exhibiting signs of depression, and was fearful about being 
alone. When she would charge or nip a staff member or volunteer, it was her way of expressing 
that she did not want the person to leave. To help Violet overcome her depression and anxiety, 
she was taught a “back-up” cue using positive reinforcement to teach her that she needs to give 
space to anyone interacting with her. 
 
Pigs are incredibly intelligent, and learning this cue has positively altered Violet’s behavior and 
she is once again ready to find her new home. 
 
To see Violet’s profile on ARL’s website, click here!     
 
ABOUT THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON: 

The Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is an unwavering champion for animals in need, committed to 
keeping them safe and healthy in habitats and homes. Founded in 1899, ARL provides high-quality veterinary 
care, adoption, and rescue services; while also confronting the root causes of animal cruelty and neglect through 
innovative community programs, police investigations, and public advocacy. In 2020, ARL served nearly 17,000 
animals throughout Massachusetts. ARL is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. The Animal Rescue League of Boston 
does not receive government grants or public funding (with the exception of limited COVID-19 relief funding) and 
relies on the generosity of our supporters to help animals in need. For more information please visit us online at 
arlboston.org; and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  
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