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ARL Law Enforcement Investigating Abandoned Cat Rescued on Fisher 
College Campus 

ARL seeks public assistance as new image shows moment cat was abandoned on 
Beacon Street  

 

(Boston, MA.) The Animal Rescue League of Boston’s (ARL) Law Enforcement Department is 
currently investigating after a cat was rescued by Fisher College police after someone took the 
animal out of a vehicle in its pet carrier and dumped it on college property, which is located 
along Beacon Street in Boston. The incident is being investigated as a case of animal abuse and 
the ARL is seeking the public’s help in identifying the person believed to be responsible.  
 
Although the incident occurred in April, a new surveillance photo has come to light and may 
help identify the person who abandoned the animal, and ARL and Fisher College Police invite 
members of the media to meet the cat involved, and learn more about this ongoing 
investigation. 
 
Media Availability & Release of Surveillance Image/Video opportunity with “Fish” the Cat  
When: Wednesday, May 24, @ 11 a.m. 
Where: ARL’s Boston Animal Care and Adoption Center, 10 Chandler St., Boston 
Who: ARL Law Enforcement, Fisher College Police & College President Steve Rich 
 
The two-year-old male cat, now named Fish, received a thorough veterinary exam upon arrival 
at ARL, and was found to be in good health, with no obvious signs of abuse or neglect.  
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However, surveillance video of the incident demonstrates the willful abandonment of the 
animal, which is illegal under Massachusetts’ animal cruelty statute Ch. 272 S.77 and is 
punishable by up to seven years in jail and a $5,000 fine. 

Fish has been neutered, vaccinated, microchipped and will soon be made available for adoption 
to start the next chapter of his life. 

ARL wishes to thank Fisher College Police as well as the maintenance employee who found and 
reported the incident in an urgent manner. Given the busy city surroundings, if Fish was not 
found in a timely fashion, he would have been at tremendous risk of injury or death.     

Case Background 

On April 4, 2023, a Fisher College Maintenance staff member notified Fisher College Police 
about the discovery of a box that contained one adult cat. The box was identified as a 
cardboard cat carrier, and soon after Fisher College Police notified ARL Law Enforcement for 
assistance. 

ARL Law Enforcement responded to the scene, and the cat was transported to ARL’s Boston 
Animal Care and Adoption Center for treatment and care. 

Surveillance video shows what is believed to be a white male, wearing orange gloves, dark 
jacket and a baseball hat park in front of the college campus on Beacon Street. The suspect 
then removes the carrier from the back of the vehicle, throwing it on the ground before getting 
back in the vehicle and driving off towards the direction of Storrow Drive. 

The vehicle is described as a grey or tan 4-door hatchback. 

Anyone with information regarding this incident is urged to contact ARL Law Enforcement at 
(617) 426-9170 x110, or by emailing cruelty@arlboston.org. 

ABOUT THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON: 

The Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is an unwavering champion for animals in need, committed to 
keeping them safe and healthy in habitats and homes. Founded in 1899, ARL provides high-quality veterinary 
care, adoption, and rescue services; while also confronting the root causes of animal cruelty and neglect through 
innovative community programs, police investigations, and public advocacy. In 2022, ARL served 20,601 animals 
throughout Massachusetts. ARL is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. The Animal Rescue League of Boston does not 
receive government grants or public funding and relies on the generosity of our supporters to help animals in 
need. For more information please visit us online at arlboston.org; and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram.  

 

 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mass-general-laws-c272-ss-77
https://www.arlboston.org/arl-assists-boston-animal-control-to-rescue-geese-family/
https://www.facebook.com/AnimalRescueLeagueofBoston
https://twitter.com/ARLBostonRescue
https://www.instagram.com/arlboston


 

 

About Fisher College  

For more than a century, Fisher has been changing lives by providing students with the tools they need 
to compete successfully in today's challenging economy. Though built around the liberal arts, our on 
campus and online programs reflect our expertise in practical fields like accounting, biology, criminal 
justice, cybersecurity, information technology, and management, to name a few. We believe in 
educating students through close intellectual engagement with our faculty, meeting together in small-
group classroom settings, or with industry and business leaders through internships, guest lectures, and 
site visits. We take full advantage of the educational resources of Boston, a city both rich in history and 
culture, and a center of intellectual ferment, entrepreneurship, and scientific advancement. For more 
information, please visit  www.fisher.edu                
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