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ARL Rescues Rain-Soaked Stray Cat at Busy Dedham Shopping Center 
Stray cat found huddling under parked car 

 
This past weekend, the Animal Rescue League of Boston’s (ARL) Field Services Department rescued a 
scared, cold, and rain-soaked stray cat found hiding under a car in the parking garage at Legacy Place, a 
busy shopping center in Dedham. 

A shopper spotted the male cat and contacted Dedham Animal Control and ARL, but also tried luring the 
cat from underneath the car with a can of tuna fish, but while the cat sniffed at the food he did not 
move from beneath the vehicle. Once on-scene, the ARL Field Services agents also tried luring the cat 
with food but also had no luck.  

The frightened feline remained steadfast by hissing and growling, but when one ARL agent tried to get 
closer to the animal, the cat darted out from underneath the car, and ran to a lower level of the garage, 
finding a garbage dumpster to hide behind. 

The two ARL agents on-scene were able to block all passageways around the dumpster and were able to 
catch the cat using nets, and once he was secured in a carrier, the animal was transported to ARL’s 
Dedham Animal Care and Adoption Center. Although clearly scared and agitated, he did allow pets and 
ravenously ate when presented with food. 

The cat, now named Oskar, is estimated to be 2-years-old, did not have a collar, ID tags or a microchip. 
And while in overall good health, ARL’s veterinary team did notice a puncture wound on one of his legs. 
He is currently on a stray wait and if anyone does recognize the animal, they should contact ARL’s 
Dedham location at (617) 426-9170 x605. 
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If the cat is unclaimed, he will need to undergo a state-mandated 4-month quarantine due to the wound 
of unknown origin. 
  
For photos of Oskar, click the Dropbox link below: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/zh5837mugcd7221n4qleg/h?rlkey=kdavfjts1rli9vi7raj11lwja&dl=0 
 
ABOUT THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON: 

The Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is an unwavering champion for animals in need, committed to 
keeping them safe and healthy in habitats and homes. Founded in 1899, ARL provides high-quality veterinary 
care, adoption, and rescue services; while also confronting the root causes of animal cruelty and neglect through 
innovative community programs, police investigations, and public advocacy. In 2023, ARL served 20,964 animals 
throughout Massachusetts. ARL is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. The Animal Rescue League of Boston does not 
receive government grants or public funding and relies on the generosity of our supporters to help animals in 
need. For more information please visit us online at arlboston.org; and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram.  
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