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ARL Community Program Hits 4-Year Mark 
Program launched during Covid-19 pandemic, demand steadily increasing 

 
This week, the Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is marking the 4th anniversary of a community-
based program that continues to see increasing demand and was initially launched during the early days 
of the Covid-19 pandemic to help pet owners in Metro Boston facing financial hardship. 

Keep Pets S.A.F.E. (Supporting Animals and Families Everyday), delivers pet food and other essential pet 
supplies to clients’ homes and partner-supported community housing, and also provides temporary pet 
shelter for clients who are facing housing instability or imminent homelessness. 

Over the past four years, the program has: 

• Made 781,591 pet meals available 
• Assisted 3,277 pets and families 
• Supported 796 pets through 51 community pet wellness events 
• Helped 153 pets with temporary housing 

While the pandemic has largely passed, the financial constraints for many pet owners remains and 
demand for ARL’s community-based programs has increased over time. ARL is focused on keeping pets 
in homes and out of shelters, and thanks to these and other initiatives, the number of animals 
surrendered from the service areas of Dorchester, Roxbury, Mattapan, Hyde Park and East Boston have 
drastically declined over the past few years. 

To contact the Keep Pets S.A.F.E. hotline for assistance, please call (857) 350-8730, Monday-Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. To find out if your pet is eligible for temporary housing and for more information, 

mailto:mdefina@arlboston.org
https://www.arlboston.org/safe/
https://www.arlboston.org/temporarypethousing/
https://www.arlboston.org/temporarypethousing/


call (617) 426-9170 and dial the extension of the ARL Admissions office nearest you: Boston x140; 
Dedham x404; Brewster x305. 

For photos of ARL’s Keep Pets S.A.F.E. program, please click the Dropbox link below: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/v8nilnls7yxzb2yl7mbje/AJ5XL5geT2S2oQolDN08Ef4?rlkey=rjy4ksmwu
2d48ustx4gyvmffd&dl=0 

ABOUT THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON: 

The Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is an unwavering champion for animals in need, committed to 
keeping them safe and healthy in habitats and homes. Founded in 1899, ARL provides high-quality veterinary 
care, adoption, and rescue services; while also confronting the root causes of animal cruelty and neglect through 
innovative community programs, police investigations, and public advocacy. In 2023, ARL served 20,964 animals 
throughout Massachusetts. ARL is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. The Animal Rescue League of Boston does not 
receive government grants or public funding and relies on the generosity of our supporters to help animals in 
need. For more information please visit us online at arlboston.org; and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram.  

### 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/v8nilnls7yxzb2yl7mbje/AJ5XL5geT2S2oQolDN08Ef4?rlkey=rjy4ksmwu2d48ustx4gyvmffd&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/v8nilnls7yxzb2yl7mbje/AJ5XL5geT2S2oQolDN08Ef4?rlkey=rjy4ksmwu2d48ustx4gyvmffd&dl=0
https://www.arlboston.org/arl-assists-boston-animal-control-to-rescue-geese-family/
https://www.facebook.com/AnimalRescueLeagueofBoston
https://twitter.com/ARLBostonRescue
https://www.instagram.com/arlboston

